COURSE SYLLABUS
MUSIC 151 - INTRODUCTION TO MUSIC: JAZZ /ROCK
PERFORMING ARTISTS CONCERT SERIES
SPRING 2009

A. COURSE INSTRUCTOR:
Bill Yeager — Professor of Music / Director of Jazz Studies
Office M202 — 619-594-4680 — yeager1 @mail.sdsu.edu
Office Hours: W 3:30-4:00pm for M151
(use email only during internet portions)

GRADUATE ASSISTANT:
Peter August

pjaugust@gmail.com

ALL QUESTIONS CONCERNING EXAM GRADES, CONCERT ATTENDANCE, WRITTEN
CONCERT REPORTS AND EXTRA CREDIT SHOULD GO TO THE GRADUATE ASSISTANT.

B. SPECIAL FEE FOR LIVE CONCERTS (as per SPRING 2009 SDSU Class Schedule):

IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT YOU PURCHASE YOUR TICKET PACKET BY 2PM ON
FRIDAY. FEBRUARY 13™ EITHER AT THE SMITH RECITAL HALL BOX OFFICE OR
ONLINE AT: http:/music.sdsu.edu/

Ticket Packets will not be available after this date and vou will have to purchase vour
tickets individually (at the higher cost).

The Special Fee is $105 for the ten (10) ticket packet.

The live concerts take place in SMiTH RECITAL HALL on the SDSU campus, located on the northeast corner of

the SDSU Music Building. It should be noted that no other textbooks or materials need to be purchased
for this course.

C. HOW TO PAY THE $105 FEE AND OBTAIN YOUR BOOK OF TEN (10) CONCERT
TICKETS:

The Special $105 Fee is paid either online http://music.sdsu.edu/ or at the Smith Recital Hall Box Office
located in the Music Building. You will receive a book of ten (10) concert tickets. Each ticket will identify
each of the ten concerts. All concerts will last 45-50 minutes. Concert attendance time has been included in the
time allotment for the course, which is why there is only one formal lecture per week (with the majority of them
being self study on the internet) which lasts only 1 hour and 40 minutes each. As an integral part of the course,
the concerts are designed to cover a wide range of music and are closely coordinated with the internet studies.
You must attend all ten (10) concerts. If, in the unlikely event one of the regularly scheduled concerts of the
Performing Artists Concert Series is canceled, your ticket will be good for any other Spring 2009 concert
sponsored by the SDSU School of Music and Dance and the concert that you choose to attend will be accepted
as one of the ten concerts required for this course.




Smith Recital Hall Box Office Hours: February 2™ — 6" and February 9" - 13" from 11am-2pm. It will also
be open February 16" and 18" from 11am-2pm for ticket packet pick up only (possibly open longer - TBA).
The Box Office will open at 5pm before each of the 6pm Wednesday concerts. Only individual tickets (no
packets) will be sold before each concert and online (student/seniors $12 and general admission $15). Payment
is by cash, check (must show student ID or CA drivers license), or Visa/MasterCard/Discover. For box office
or ticket questions you should contact Becky Flemming at: rlflemin@mail.sdsu.edu

You are strongly encouraged to buy your tickets ahead of time, either by the packet or online! This will
relieve long lines at the box office before concerts.

Online Purchase: You can purchase tickets (both packets and individual) online at: http://music.sdsu.edu/.
Follow the link on the home page. You will be able to print your tickets at home on your own printer or you
can pick them up at will call. Only students with a Visa, MasterCard or Discover can purchase their tickets
online.

Guests of an enrolled student must purchase their tickets the night of the event at the regular price (if there are
tickets still available).

YOU MUST HAVE THE APPROPRIATE TICKET TO ENTER EACH CONCERT. IF YOUR
TICKETS ARE LOST OR YOU HAVE THE WRONG ONE, YOU WILL HAVE TO PURCHASE A
SINGLE CONCERT TICKET AT THE SMITH RECITAL HALL BOX OFFICE OR ONLINE.

After you have given your ticket to an usher and received your program, you then must swipe your student red
ID card at one of the two stations in the lobby. For attendance credit, you must swipe in before 6pm and swipe
out after the concert has completely finished. If you are late for a concert or leave early, you will not
receive credit. NO EXCEPTIONS!

D. COURSE DISCRIPTION:

This is an Explorations course in the Humanities and Fine Arts. Completing this course will help you to do
the following in greater depth: 1) analyze written, visual, or performed texts in the humanities and fine arts with
sensitivity to their diverse cultural contexts and historical moments; 2) describe various aesthetic and other
value systems and the ways they are communicated across time and cultures; 3) identify issues in the
humanities that have personal and global relevance; 4) demonstrate the ability to approach complex problems
and ask complex questions drawing upon knowledge of the humanities

Jazz and rock music are of pivotal importance to life in America in the 20" Century. This course is a practical
approach to hearing jazz and rock music with understanding and pleasure, through the study of representative
jazz and rock musics and the great musicians throughout their history. Internet studies, in-class demonstrations
and live concert attendance will be utilized throughout the semester.

STUDENT OUTCOMES:

Students will demonstrate a basic understanding of jazz and rock. Students demonstrate the ability to use the
Internet for research. They can identify the instruments, styles and musical concepts incorporated in jazz and
rock music and will be exposed to some of the great masters of these art forms.




E. CLASS MEETINGS and EXAM DATES (4:00-5:40pm in M113):

(*all other classes are internet study days on your own time)

*  Wednesday, January 28" - Introduction to course and study guide for Exam #1

*  Wednesday, February 4™ - Live in-class instrument, styles and musical concepts
demonstrations for Exams #1 and #2 and late adds

*  Wednesday, February 18" - Exam #1 (Weeks 1-4) and introduction to Exam #2
*  Wednesday, February 25" - introduction to Exam #2 (cont.)

*  Wednesday, March 18" - Exam #2 (Weeks 5-8) and introduction to Exam #3

*  Wednesday, April 22™ - Exam #3 (Weeks 9-12) and introduction to Exam #4

*  Wednesday, May 20" (finals week) - Exam #4 (Weeks 13-16)

CONCERT SCHEDULE (6:00-6:50pm in SDSU SMITH RECITAL HALL)

Concert #1 - February 18"
Concert #2 - February 25"
Concert #3 - March 4™
Concert #4 - March 11"
Concert #5 - March 18"
Concert #6 - March 25"
Concert #7 - April 8"
Concert #8 -  April 15™
Concert #9 -  April 29"
Concert #10 - May 13"

EXTRA CREDIT / MAKE-UP CONCERTS
(SDSU Smith Recital Hall):

* Saturday, March 21* — 8pm (credit only for entire concert (2 sets)
* Sunday, March 22" — 4pm (credit only for entire concert (2 sets)
* Monday, April 27" — 7:30-8:20pm

F. TEXTBOOKS:

None!: All materials are available on at: http://jazz.sdsu.edu/courseM151

If you are experiencing difficulty obtaining the RealAudio, iTunes, YouTube or MP3 player, please visit the
SDSU Student Computing Center for assistance. The Love Library Student Computing Center is located on the
2nd floor of the Malcolm A. Love Library building. The entry door (LL-200) is on the south side of the building
facing the Open Air Theatre. The Student Computing Center is comprised of an open Lab and Help Desk. Its
purpose is to facilitate students in completing assigned class work, as well as provide a wide range of support to
assist students with computer problems relating to the Internet (FTP, Telnet, Web, and Email), Web page
Creation and Troubleshooting, PC and Mac Operating Systems, Virus Problems, and Hardware and Software,
ROHAN Account Information and Help, UNIX Systems Commands, Microsoft Office, Netscape, Internet
Explorer, SPSS, and Business Databases. Computer Help: http:/www-rohan.sdsu.edu/~scc



G. CONCERT PROTOCOL:

(1) ZERO TOLERENCE POLICY - ALL ELECTRONIC DEVICES MUST BE TURNED OFF!!!

No cell phones, laptops, ipods, etc. can be used. Absolutely no text messaging. Noncompliance will result in
the device being confiscated and no credit for the concert. A second offense will result in expulsion from the
class, the grade of “F” and the denial of course forgiveness. No smoking, food, or drinks are allowed.

(2) Attendance credit will be forfeited at concerts for talking or disruptive behavior during a performance
(Section 41304/California Code of Regulations/SDSU Catalogue).

(3) Each student is personally responsible for scanning in and out of the concerts with their student ID cards.
Picture 1.D.’s will be checked. Cheating on this graded procedure will result in a grade of “F” in the class,
denial of course forgiveness and the matter reported to the University Judicial Officer.

(4) It is appropriate and encouraged to applaud for soloists during a performance in a jazz or rock concert
setting. This can inspire the performers and make for a more enjoyable experience for all.

H. GRADING COMPONENTS (400 pts = 100%)

Access to exam scores, concert attendance, written concert report score and special announcements on:
https://blackboard.sdsu.edu/
Please allow at least one week for scores to be posted. There are three grading components to this course:
(1) four 50 question multiple-choice exams: Total 200 pts = 50%

(2) attendance to the 10 concerts: Total 150 pts = 37.5% [extra credit/make-up concerts 15 pts. = 3.75%)]
(3) one written concert report: Total 50 pts = 12.5%

Total Point Scale
400-370= A 369-358 = A- 357-346 = B+
345-330= B 329-318 = B- 317-306 = C+
305-290= C 289-278 = C- 277-266 = D+
265-250= D 249-238 = D- 237& below =F

1. EXAMS [200 pts =50%]

The four scheduled exams are worth a total of 200 pts = 50% of your final grade (50 pts = 12.5% each). Each
exam has 50 multiple-choice questions.

The exams will cover (a) internet listening and identification, (b) class lectures, and (c) content of concert
programs. No exam scores will be dropped from the Final Course Grade accounting. All exams must be taken
during the times scheduled unless your absence concerns official university business or activities, a documented
medical emergency, or a documented family crises. You will have to produce official written documentation
for a make-up exam. Anyone caught cheating will receive an “F” for the entire course and will be denied
course forgiveness.



2. CONCERT ATTENDANCE (150pts = 37.5%)

Concert attendance will be worth a total of 150 pts = 37.5% of your final grade (15pts = 3.75% for each of the
ten concerts). You should arrive at least ten (10) minutes before the concert begins. Please participate in each
concert as a focused listener. Missing concerts will reduce your final letter grade considerably. Make sure to
attend them all. If you arrive after the concert has begun or leave early, you will not receive credit.

3. WRITTEN CONCERT REPORT (50pts = 12.5%)

SDSU requires a writing component for all GE courses. Students in Music 151 will write a 600-700 word
report evaluating one of the ten concerts in the Performing Artists Concert Series. The report is due

no later than one week after the concert.

No report will be accepted after completion of Exam #4 on Wednesday, May 20th.

Please note: concert reports should be put in Prof. Yeager’s box
in the main music office during internet segments.

Reports will be evaluated for clarity, style, and grammatical correctness. The typed report must be double-
spaced using 12-point Times or Times New Roman font. Plagiarism of any sort will result in an “F” for the
entire course and will be denied course forgiveness.

SEE RUBRIC ON NEXT PAGE:

Tor Row = “A” level work

SEcOND Row = “B” level work

THIRD Row = “C” level work

ForTHROW = “D” level work

BorTtoMm Row = “F” level work



RUBRIC FOR M151 CONCERT REPORT

CONCEPTUAL

THESIS

DEVELOPMENT &
SUPPORT

STRUCTURING

LANGUAGE

Essay includes thoughtful
analysis. Essay shows
command of interpretive
and conceptual tasks
required by the assignment.
Essay includes original,
insightful ideas that go
beyond ideas discussed in
class.

Essay is controlled by a
clear, precise, well-
defined thesis. Thesis is
sophisticated in both
statement and insight.
Thesis is argumentative in
nature.

Essay includes well-chosen
concrete detail integrated
with appropriate, insightful
commentary. Quotations
are used effectively. Causal
connections between ideas
is evident.

Transitions are appropriate,
clear, and smooth.
Paragraph arrangement is
particularly apt.

Essay uses a variety of
sophisticated sentences
structures effectively.
Essay employs aptly
chosen words and has
avoided “to be” verbs.
Essay has few minor
grammatical errors.

Essay shows a good
understanding of the
text(s). ldeas go beyond
the obvious. Essay may
have one minor factual or
conceptual inconsistency.

Essay has a clear,
specific, argumentative
thesis that is central to the
essay. Thesis may be too
general.

Essay focuses on the thesis
consistently. Essay
develops a main argument
with clear major points,
appropriate textual
evidence, and supporting
detail. Essay makes effort
to link rather than list ideas.

Paragraphs exhibit distinct
units of thought.
Transitions are clear.
Paragraphs are coherently
arranged.

Essay may have some
mechanical or stylistic
problems such as
occasional problematic
word choice or awkward
syntax. Essay may have a
few spelling or
punctuation errors, or a
cliché. Quotations are
usually presented
effectively.

Essay shows an
understanding of the basic
ideas and information
involved in the assignment.
It may have some factual,
interpretive, or conceptual
errors.

Essay has a general
central thesis or
controlling idea.

Essay only partially
develops the argument.
Some ideas and comments
are underdeveloped or
unsupported. Essay makes
limited use of textual
evidence. Analysis is
shallow.

Essay includes some
awkward transitions. Some
paragraphs are brief,
weakly unified, or
underdeveloped. Paragraph
arrangement may not be
entirely cohesive.

Essay includes frequent
wordiness. Several
sentences may be unclear
or awkward. Essay uses
words imprecisely and
over-relies on passive
voice. Essay may include
one or two major
grammatical errors
(subject/verb agreement,
fragments, etc.) Essay
makes an effort to present
quotations accurately.

Essay reveals an
inadequate command of
text and has included
significant factual and
conceptual errors. Essay
does not respond directly to
the demands of the
assignment. .

Thesis is vague or not
central to the essay.

Essay frequently only
narrates (retells the story).
Essay digresses from one
topic to another without
developing ideas. Essay
makes insufficient or
awkward use of textual
evidence.

Structure of essay is
simplistic. Essay wanders
from topic to topic and
includes extraneous ideas.
Paragraph breaks are
inappropriate. Paragraphs
are illogically arranged.

Essay includes some
major grammatical or
proofreading errors that
interfere. Language is
marred by colloguialisms,
clichés, or repeated
inexact word choices.
Quotations are
inappropriate or
punctuated incorrectly

Author has not understood
the text, the discussions, or
the assignment.

There is no discernable
thesis.

Essay demonstrates little or
no development. It may list
facts or include
misinformation. Essay does
not use quotations, or fails
to cite sources, or
plagiarizes material.

Essay does not include
transitions. Paragraphing is
incoherent. Essay suggests
poor planning or no serious
revision.

Essay includes numerous
grammatical and stylistic
problems that seriously
distract from the
argument.




